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7	|	P a g e 	
	
I	am	reaching	rural	areas	such	as	Danforth,	Eastport	and	Blue	Hill	in	order	to	learn	how	their	
health	care	facilities	currently	work	with	victims	of	domestic	violence.	I	engage	with	them	to	
explore	how	we	can	refer	to	one	another’s	services,	and	each	have	more	knowledge	of	what	
the	other	provides.		
This	summer	I	met	with	the	Blue	Hill	Hospital	staff,	and	their	CEO.	I	offered	Next	Step	materials	
and	technical	support	as	they	created	a	new	domestic	violence	HR	policy	for	all	staff.	They	were	
concerned	about	one	of	their	employees	and	wanted	to	be	certain	they	were	thinking	of	all	
aspects	of	a	safety	plan,	as	well	as	what	part	they	played	in	that	plan.		
A	week	after	working	with	the	CEO	on	their	policy,	Next	Step	received	a	hotline	call	from	their	
emergency	room.	A	woman	came	to	the	emergency	room	because	she	felt	she	had	no	other	
place	to	go.	When	the	hospital	staff	called	Next	Step	we	were	able	to	get	her	to	a	safe	place.		
We	connected	this	woman	with	our	legal	team,	with	a	number	of	advocates,	and	our	residential	
service	advocates.	Our	High	Risk	Team	Coordinator	helped	us	connect	with	the	Sheriff’s	
Department	as	we	worked	on	a	plan	that	would	help	this	woman	to	return	to	her	community	
safely.			
Because	of	the	preparation	and	connection	we	had	made	just	days	before,	we	were	able	to	
effectively	meet	this	need.	Between	the	survivor,	Next	Step,	Blue	Hill	Hospital,	and	the	Sheriff’s	
Department,	it	was	a	real	team	effort.		
Speaking	of	teams,	I	am	sure	you	can	see	why	I	am	so	grateful	that	Next	Step	is	no	longer	a	
team	of	just	a	few.	Thank	you	for	your	support,	which	enables	us	to	expand	our	effectiveness	in	
this	important	work.		
